
SCIENTIFIC ASSISTANCE
FOR WATERSHEDS

FROM
INTRODUCTION
To help local watershed groups achieve their goals of
watershed protection, several organizations have joined forces
to form the Consortium for Scientific Assistance to Watersheds
(C-SAW). C-SAW is a team of scientists available to provide
technical assistance to your watershed group.  Depending on
the needs of your group, C-SAW can provide technical
assistance in three main areas:  Watershed Specific Technical
Assistance, Mentoring Assistance, and Quality Control
Assistance for water-quality and macroinvertebrate
monitoring programs. The assistance is provided at no cost to
eligible groups.

C-SAW TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE
One goal of the Technical Assistance Program is to transfer
knowledge and skills to watershed groups or local sponsors
thereby helping to build their capacity to plan, conduct
watershed assessments, and conduct post-implementation
monitoring. This can be accomplished by providing:

• Specialists who can assist your group in:
monitoring programs,
restoration projects, and
watershed plans.

• Training on conducting assessments and developing
restoration projects and protection plans.

C-SAW offers organizations assistance in watershed
assessments and science related to:

• Surface- and ground-water resources
• Sediment
• Ambient and event monitoring
• Biological and habitat assessment
• Microbiology
• Agricultural and urban impact issues
• Abandoned mine discharge and treatment
• Wetlands
• Geographic information system data and spatial data

analysis
• Quality assurance and quality control
• Soils analysis
• Lake management

If you have a special need, please contact C-SAW and see if
your need can be met. In addition, C-SAW can point eligible
organizations in the direction of assistance provided by
other organizations through Growing Greener.

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE AREAS
C-SAW provides technical assistance in three areas:

• Watershed Specific Technical Assistance
• Mentoring
• Quality Control for water quality and macroinvertebrate

monitoring

Watershed Specific Technical Assistance
Technical assistance is available in many project-management
and scientific arenas.  You can receive help in determining
water-resources issues, guidance on monitoring design and
protocols, cost estimates for assessments, and advice on
required resources and time estimates to complete a task.
Watershed organizations can receive assistance with actual
watershed assessments, and interpretation and utilization of
data. Training, specific to your need, can be requested for your
group.

Mentoring
A small number of watershed organizations in each river
basin will be provided with a unique experience – intensive
individual watershed mentoring for a 1 or 2-year period. This
mentoring will be for organizations interested in starting or
improving volunteer monitoring programs for watershed
assessments, assessing restoration projects, or developing
protection plans. Selection of watersheds will be based on
need, priority, and application information provided by the
watershed organization. Mentoring will be tailored to the
needs of the individual group and may include all of the areas
listed under Watershed Specific Technical Assistance and
Quality Control Assistance.

Pictures illustrate the difference that can be made through
restoration. Technical assistance can be provided to groups
interested in how to design a restoration project.
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Quality Control for Water-Quality and
Macroinvertebrate Monitoring
Water chemistry and macroinvertebrate data-quality technical
assistance will be provided to watershed organizations across
the state. This will help ensure that the data collected by the
watershed organizations through volunteer monitoring
programs are of known quality.

C-SAW REPRESENTATIVES
The consortium working under the C-SAW banner includes
individuals from seven organizations considered experts in
the field of watershed studies and assessments:

• Alliance for Aquatic Resource Monitoring (ALLARM)
• Delaware Riverkeeper Network (Riverkeeper)
• California University of Pennsylvania (CUP)
• Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)
• Pennsylvania Lake Management Society (PALMS)
• Stroud Water Research Center (Stroud)
• U.S. Geological Survey (USGS)

WHO IS ELIGIBLE?
Parties eligible to apply for Growing Greener Grants are
eligible to receive assistance through C-SAW. Eligible parties
include watershed organizations recognized by PaDEP and
established to promote local watershed conservation efforts
in an identified watershed; counties, municipalities, and their
subdivisions; county conservation districts; and charitable
organizations or educational institutions involved in
research, restoration, rehabilitation, planning, acquisition,
development, or other activities that further the protection,
enhancement, conservation, and preservation of the
environmental resources of Pennsylvania. In addition, the
project must be one that addresses nonpoint sources of
pollution, mining restoration, or oil and gas well plugging.
Specific details are available at the Growing Greener web site::

http://www.dep.state.pa.us/growgreen

If you are unsure whether your organization is eligible,
contact the Resource Conservation and Development (RC&D)
Council in your area (See “How to Request Assistance”
below).

HOW TO REQUEST ASSISTANCE
To obtain assistance, please contact the RC&D Council in
your area. The RC&D Councils are part of a nonprofit
organization authorized by the U.S. Department of
Agriculture to provide administrative support to watershed
groups across the state. The RC&D Council in your area will
give you instructions for filling out a C-SAW one-page
request for assistance application.  If you are unsure of the
appropriate RC&D contact, you may call the Pocono
Northeast RC&D and they will put you in contact with the
correct office.

Contact Information

HOW DO WE FIND OUT MORE?
Visit the C-SAW web site at:

http://pa.water.usgs.gov/csaw/

NOTE: This project is funded in part
by a Growing Greener grant provided
by the PADEP. The views herein are
those of the authors and do not
necessarily reflect the views of the
PADEP.

Capital Area RC&D 717-263-9226

Endless Mountains RC&D 570-265-5288 ext. 5

Headwaters RC&D 814-375-1372 ext. 4

Mid-State RC&D 717-248-4901

Penn Soil RC&D 814-226-8160 ext. 5

Penn’s Corner RC&D 724-834-9063 ext. 3

Pocono Northeast RC&D 570-282-8732 ext. 4

Southeastern PA RC&D 215-541-7930

Southern Alleghenies RC&D 814-623-9616 ext. 5
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